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I have always had an interest in music that explores melancholy, like laments and passions, especially in
Renaissance and early Baroque music. I find this music to be deeply expressive and contains  musical features that I
am drawn to like the sorrowful sighs, the false relations and the suspensions. In Katolophyromai, I attempt to evoke
some of these characteristics of early melancholic music in different perspectives using lots of glissandi, microtonal
harmonies and references to multiple sources of melancholia. The 'Katolophyromai' is an Ancient Greek lament
from the first stasimon of Orestes by Euripides. This is a musical fragment and small segments of this fragment are
dotted around this piece with the pianist reciting fragments of the text throughout. Also, one of my favourite
settings of passion ever written is Charpentier's Le reniement de St Pierre especially with the relentless suspensions
in the final movement. Katolophyromai takes sections of the final movement of Le reniement and incorporates them
into the texture. Sometimes they are visible and sometimes they are not. Katolophyromai is not a lament in itself but,
rather, takes the characteristics of early music melancholia and places them into different contexts and dimensions,
forming the backbone of the piece.

This piece was composed between August and December 2023 and is written for my wonderful friends in
Ensemble Achrome. 

Niki Zohdi

Katolophyromai
(2023)

for
flute (+ alto & bass flute), clarinet in B-flat (+bass clarinet), violin, cello &

piano (with preparation)

Duration: c.15' 



- quarter tones

General

Arrows signify a gradual change between states

All grace notes, tremolandi & trills are as fast as possible

Grace notes always on the beat, not before

ord. - cancels previous direction

All other directions are noted on the score

Accidentals are valid only for the note they precede unless that note is immediately repeated

Score is untransposed and in C

- non-tempered microtonal inflection in direction of arrow
  Always less than a quarter tone

   Performance directions



- air sounds

- 1/ 2 air, 1/ 2 pitch

Both of the above last for length of bracket

- growl sound (bass clarinet)

Woodwind

- flute tongue ram; clarinet slap tongue

Tremolando signs are always flutter tongue

JW - jet whistle (flute)

Flute multiphonics are derived from Hiroshi Koizumi, Technique for Contemporary Flute Music (Schott, 1996)

Clarinet multiphonics are derived from heatherroche.net

- spectral multiphonic achieved by overblowing given note
   multiphonic goes as high as possible (bass clarinet)



Strings

1/2 cl tratt. - 1/ 2 col legno tratto

cl tratt. - full col legno tratto

a.ord - arco ordinario
- bow the highest possible pitches with uneven vibrato on given strings (e.g. b. 33)

mbb - 'molto behind bridge' (bow as close to tailpiece as possible)

bb - behind bridge (bow close but just behind bride)

ob - bow on the bridge

msp - molto sul pont.

sp - sul pont.

st - sul tasto

mst - molto sul tasto

- light bow pressure, cancelled by:

- semi scratch tone, cancelled by:

- full scratch tone, cancelled by:

- levels of progressive vibrato from straight tone to extreme
(like glissandi)

- circular bowing between bow positions

- left hand harmonic pressure

- harmonic glissando from highest harmonic on given strings
to indicated pitches

- horizontal glissando/ vribrato between msp
and mst following the lines

- non-linear glissando as fast as possible
combine intervallic glissando pattern indicated
and overall gliss. upwards

- repeat picthes in any order as fast as possible
for noted duration



- use yarn string following instructions on score

- use metal furnature bracket following instructions on score

- use fingernail following instructions on score

- use hand following instructions on score

- use coin following instructions on score

I (followed by bracket) - play inside piano

X (on the stem of note) - dampen played string with finger

Piano

- cluster of any number of pitches in notated register

- whisper text into the body of piano
   with notated rhythm. Always
   whispered

- cross noteheads note pitches which are prepared

Piano preparations

Stick a small piece of blu tack (patafix) halfway up strings
of each of the following pitches:

F#4
G4
A4
A#4
C#5
D#5
E5
F5

1 x coin
1 x metal furnature bracket (flat, 10-12mm wide) -
1 x long piece of soft yarn string

Items for playing inside piano
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34

34

34

34

24

24

24

24

24

24

44

44

44

44

44

44

& ∑ ∑

ï
-
-ó
ó
ï
ïó
ï

5
6

ff

8

ó
-
-

ïï
ññ
óó

ff

6
78

3

∑

&

o
f

∑

f

∑ ∑

&
&

á

I
II

ord.

≤

f

∑

f

ÑÖ

fff

ÑÖ

f

ÑÖ

fff

3

&
&

á

I
II

ord.
≤

?

f f

ÑÖ

fff

ÑÖ

f

ÑÖ

fff

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

fff
>

∑

fff
>

∑

˙
˙µ

œ
œ

Œ Œ

˙
˙
µ
˜ ™

™

œ

œ Œ Œ æææ

˙ œµ

Œ æææ

˙

OO ™™ ˙̇µ
µ

œ
œµ

--
Œ ‰ ‰

œ
œn
j

œœ --

OO ™™ ˙̇
B
B

Œ ‰ œ
œµ
n

j

œ
œ

-- Œ ‰ œ
œn
j

œœ --

@@@
@

j ‰ Œ

@@@
@
j ‰ Œ Œ

9



°

¢

{

52

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

44

44

44

44

44

44

24

24

24

24

24

24

44

44

44

44

44

44

24

24

24

24

24

24

78

78

78

78

78

78

34

34

34

34

34

34

&

ï
-
-
ó
ï
ó
ïó
ï

ff

9

∑
U

ó

ppp

3
∑

&
Spectral gliss.

sf
>

1
∑
U

∑ ∑
ñ

ppp

& ∑
U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
pppp

? ∑
U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
pppp

& ∑

Take metal furnature bracket plate

∑
U

˜

mf

I

Slow scratch 'FX glissando' up
three strings of each notated pitch,
accent the attack of the string.

∑

°

?

fff

∑
U

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

w
w#

Œ
œ œb œ

Œ Ó ‰ ‰ œµ
j

œ
j

œB ™ œ#
j ‰ œB œn œB œ ˙™

æææ

w

‰

œ œb œ

Œ

œ œn œb

Œ

œn ˙™

--
æææ
_ ™

--
æææ
_ ™

Ó
œ

Œ œ œ
‰ Œ

˙
Œ Œ Œ œb Ó

œ

@@@
@

Œ Ó

10



°

¢

{

60

Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

44

44

44

44

44

44

&
Bass Flute

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

ppp

. ∑

&
Clarinet in Bb

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

p ppp

ñ

.
∑

&

mbb bb mbb -bb
(I/ II)
(bb)

á

p

msp Ö

sf

III>

?

mbb bb mbb -bb
(I/ II)
(bb)

á

p

msp

&

á

ppp

II

& ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑

pp

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œœœ œb œb œ œn œB œ
j

≈
œn œ# œ œ# œ œn œ# œn œµ œ ™

j ≈ œn
œ# œ œ# œ œ œb œn œ

œB ™ œ œ œb œ# œ# œµ œ
j ≈

œb œB œn œn œn œb œ
j ≈ œn

œ œ# œn œB œµ œµ œB ™ œ

æææ
_ ™

æææ
_ ™

æææ
_ ™

æææ
_ ™

æææ
__ ™™

æææ

__ -- _
_ ‰ œ

j

æææ
_ ™

æææ
_ ™

æææ
_ ™

æææ
_ ™

æææ
__ ™™

æææ

__ --
˙

Œ œ Œ Œ Œ œb Œ
œ

Œ Œ Œ
œ

˙̇̇b ™™
™

˙̇
˙n

# ™™
™

11



°

¢

{

67

B. Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

44

44

44

44

44

44

34

34

34

34

34

34

& ∑
ñ

ppp

∑
p

∑

ppp

5 5 5

& ∑
ñ

ppp
p ppp .

&
á

ppp

F
I mst

msp
ord. ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ

p ppp

ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ

&

F
I

msp
ord.
mst

ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯

p ppp

ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œ œb œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ# œ œn œ œ œb œb œ œ# œ

œ œB œµ
Œ Œ ‰ œµ

j
œ œn ™ œB

j
œ Œ ‰ œ

j
œ œ# œ œn œ œ œB œB œ

œ œµ œn œ œ œB

w
_ ™ ™ ™ ™ ™

w
! ™ ™ ™ ™ ™

12



°

¢

{

73

B. Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

24

24

24

24

24

24

58

58

58

58

58

58

34

34

34

34

34

34

& ∑ ∑ ∑
5

&

Bass
Clarinet
in Bb

∑ ∑ ∑

&

á
msp

p

II
I II I II II

3

lh: harm pres.

5

6

5:3 7:6

&
ÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ ?

á
msp

p

st

3 5:3 6

5:4 5:4

&

ppp

.3 .

.

.

3

. . . .
. . . .

. . . .

5
3

5:3

?

ppp
.

3

.
. .

3

. . . . . . . .
. . . .

5 3
5:3

œn œn œB ™ œ Œ

˙<B >
Œ

™ O# O
O O O#

≈ œOb œOnb œObb œObb œObb ‰
O˜ O OœBB Oœbn

Oœn Oœµµ
Oœ
≈

‚B ‚ ‚B ‚# ‚n ‚# ‚#

™ ™

OœBB
œ œ

≈
Oœn œµ Oœ œµ ≈

OœBB œB Oœb œB Oœnn ‰ œOnn œO œO## œO œO œO#

‰ ¿œ¿# ≈ ‰ ¿œœ
n
# ≈ ‰ ≈ œœ

¿#
n ‰ Œ Œ ‰ œ

œ¿
#
n ≈ ‰ ≈ œ

œ¿
# œ

œ¿ ≈ œ¿œ
#

R
≈ œ¿œ
#

R
≈

œœœœb# œœœœ
≈

œœœœb# œœœœ
≈ ≈ ¿¿

¿#
n ¿¿

¿
¿¿
¿ ‰ ¿¿

¿#
R

≈

‰ œ
œb ≈ ‰ œœ

œb
bb ≈ ‰ ≈

œœ
‰ Œ Œ ‰

œœœn

≈ ‰ ≈

œœœ œœœ
≈

œœœ
r ≈

œœœ
r ≈

œœœb œœœ

≈

œœœb œœœ

≈ ≈ œœ
œœ#n œœ

œœ
œœ
œœ ‰ œœ

œœ#
r
≈

13



°

¢

{

77

B. Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

34

34

34

34

34

34

& ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑

&

st

II I ord.

f
> pp

st ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

7:4 7:4 7:4 7:4 7:4 7:4

?

mp mf

7:6 5:3 7:6

&
. . 7:6 . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . .
3 3 6:4

3

?
.

.

7:6

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3
3 6:4 3

‚n ‚µ ‚ ‚µ ‚ ‚µ ‚ ‚µ

œn
r ‚B ‚# ‚B ‚# ‚B ‚B

œn
r ‚n ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B

‚#
‚B
‚#

‚B

œn
r ‚#

‚B
‚# ‚# ‚µ

œB
r

‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚#

œn
r
‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ

œn
r

‚n ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B

œ
r
‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B

‰ œO œO ≈ œO## œO## ≈ œO œO ≈ ≈ œO œO## œO œOnn ≈ Oœn Oœn
Oœb Oœ ‰

Oœn# Oœ Oœ# Oœbb ‰
Oœ# Oœbn

≈ ≈ ¿¿
¿#

n

R
‰ œ¿¿#n

R
≈ ‰ ≈ œ¿¿#

R
≈ ‰ ® œ¿¿# œ¿¿ ® ‰ ¿¿# ¿¿ ¿¿ ≈ ¿¿#

R
‰ ¿¿#

R
≈ ¿¿# ¿¿ Œ

œœ œœ
‰ ≈

œœ œœ
≈

œœ
R

≈ ≈ œœ
œœ#
r
≈ ≈

œœ
œ
r ≈ ‰ ≈

œœ
œ
r ≈ ‰ ®

œœ
œ

œœ
œ
® ‰

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

≈

œ
œn
r ‰

œ
œn
r ≈

œ
œn

œ
œ

Œ
œ
œ
b œ

œ
‰ ≈

œœb œœ
≈

œœb

r

14
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80

B. Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

44

44

44

44

44

44

34

34

34

34

34

34

&

»
f

>
»
>

»
>

»
>

»
>

3 3 3 3 3

&

»
f

>
»
>

»
>

»
>

»
>

3 3 3 3 3

&
pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
>

st

pp

ord.

f
> pp

st
9:8

∑

9:8 9:8

? IV

p

ord.

f

≤ ≥

.>
p f

≤ ≥

.> p f

≤
≥

.>
p

≤

f

≥

.>
p

≤

f

≥

.>
p f

≤
≥

.>
&

&
f
.> .> .> .> .> .>

?

f
.> .> .> .> .> .>

Œ ≈ ≈
œ
r ‰ ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r Œ ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r

Œ ≈ ≈

œ
r ‰ ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r Œ ‰ ≈ ≈

œ
r

‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B

œ
r ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ

œb
r ‚µ ‚# ‚n ‚B ‚

œn
r

‚B ‚ ®

‰ ≈
Oœ##
R

œ
r ≈

Oœnn
R œ

r ≈
Oœnn
R œ

r ≈
Oœ
R œ

r ‰
Oœ##

R œ
r ‰ Œ ≈

Oœ
R œ

r ≈

Œ ≈ ¿¿¿#b ‰ ¿¿¿#b ≈ ≈ ¿¿¿#b ‰ ¿¿¿#b ≈ ‰ ¿¿¿ ≈ Œ ‰ ≈ ¿¿¿

Œ ≈

œœœnn

‰

œœœ

≈ ≈

œœœ

‰

œœœ

≈ ‰

œœœ

≈ Œ ‰ ≈

œœœ

15
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¢

{

82

B. Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

34

34

34

34

34

34

& ∑

pp

& ∑

pp

&
st

pp

ord.

f
> pp

st sp

f

ord.

>

sp

pp
f

ord.

>

5 5 3 5

&
pp

st ord.
≤

?

f

≥

.>
&

st

pp

sp
3 3 3

&

pp

mf

>

>

>

œ

¿

œn
œb

¿¿¿b

œ

¿
œn

œb

¿¿¿##

œb

œ œn

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

¿¿¿#

œœœ#

¿¿¿

5:3
3

3

?

˙ œB

˙ œb

Œ ®
‚µ ‚B ‚B ‚n ‚# ‚# ‚µ ‚ ‚B ‚µ ‚#

œn
r

‚# ‚ ‚# ‚n ‚# ‚n ‚# ‚ ‚# ‚ ‚# ‚ ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚µ

œ
r ‚# ‚µ ‚# ‚n ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B

œb
Kr

Œ ‰
‚n ‚µ ‚ ‚µ ‚ ‚b ‚B ‚b ‚B ‚b ≈ Oœ##

R

Oœ
J

Oœ
RÔ

œ
Kr ≈

‚n ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ®

Œ Œ Œ

Œ Œ Œ

16



°

¢

{

84
rit.

rit.

B. Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

44

44

44

44

44

44

&

»
f

>

Flute
∑ ∑ ∑

&

»
f

>

∑ ∑

o

&
pp

sp

ord.

f
>

5:4

pp

msp

o

∑ ∑ ∑

8:7

&

ord.
≤

?

f

≥

.>
&

pp

sp ord.
≤

?

f

≥

>
pp

msp

o
&

7:6

&

.>

pp f

œn

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œn
œb

œ

œ

œ
œ

œb

œn

œ

œ

>
∑ ∑ ∑

7:6

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
.>

œ<B > ˙µ ≈
œ
r ‰ Œ Œ

œ<b> ˙ ≈

œn
r ‰ Œ Œ Ó

œ

œB

#

œ<b>
Kr ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚ ‚B ‚# ‚ ‚# ‚ ‚# ‚ ‚# ‚ ‚# ‚ œn

j
˙™

Oœ## ™
™

J

Oœ
RÔ œ

Kr ≈
œ# œn œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ œ# œ œ#

≈ Oœ##
R

Oœ
J

Oœ
R œ

r
˙ ˙™ Ȯ ™™ ˙™ Ȯ ™™

æææ̇™

œœœ#
R

¿¿¿#
J

‰ Œ Œ

œœœ#
r
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q = 45

q = 45

89

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

44

44

44

44

44

44

34

34

34

34

34

34

&

ó-
-
ï
ó
ï
ï
ï
ï

5

-

o p	(as quiet as possible)

L
l

ï-
-

ï
ï
ó
ï
ï
ó
9

o p	(as quiet as possible)

ï-
-
™
ó

ïï
ïïó
-

p	(as quiet as possible)o

Whistle

ppp o

&

p	(as quiet as possible)

K

p	(as quiet as possible)o
… v … K

5:4

p	(as quiet as possible)o mp ppp
> o

&
k

á
sp

o ppp

k
5:3

K

o

&
K
ásp

o ppp

K L

o

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

ppp

∑

? ∑

ppp
Ka toh loh fi roh mai

°

∑

ppp
°

Œ ˙̇## ™™ ˙̇ Œ
œ
œ

w
w Ó

˙
˙

œ
œ Œ

˙ ˙
Ó

w

w<B >

<#> œ

œ
Œ

˙

˙

µ ˙

˙™

™

Œ
6n 6b 6b

Œ
œ

œ

˙

˙ ‰
œ
j

œ ˙
Ó

Ó
˙ ˙n ™

Œ
˙™ œB œ

Œ æææ
œ

æææ
œµ

æææ
œµ

æææ
œ#

‰ œ
J

˙™ ˙ Ó

Ó
˙ ˙B ™

Œ ˙™ œn œ Œ ˙µ w ˙
Ó

Ó Œ œ

Œ ≈ Œ ‰ ≈ r
™

j
Œ

w

Ó Ó
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°

¢
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95

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

gliss.34

34

34

34

34

34

44

44

44

44

44

44

24

24

24

24

24

24

32

32

32

32

32

32

34

34

34

34

34

34

78

78

78

78

78

78

24

24

24

24

24

24

&

Whistle

ppp
5:3

p mf

∑

ppp

3

o

5:3

&

ppp

5:4
3

o
p mf

∑ ∑

ppp
.

&
ppp

L k

5:4 o
K

p

á

mf

K

á
sp

ppp

msp

K
l

5:3

k
3

&
ppp

K

o
k

p

á

mf

? ∑

ásp

ppp

msp 3

. o

&
3 3

∑
3

∑

? ∑

°
°

∑

˙™ ˙ ˙™ œ
J ‰ w ˙ ˙µ ™ œ# œ˜ œ œ œµ œ œ#

J
˙µ

œ

œ

µ œ

œ ™

™

œ œ
j
œ ˙™ œ

j ‰ ˙™ ˙

˙™ ˙

‰

œ œb

œµ ™ œ ™ ˙ ˙™
‰ œ

J
˙™ ˙ Ó

w ˙ œB œ ˙
œ# œ œ˜ œ œn œµ œ ™

˙ œ œ ˙™ ‰ œ
J

˙™ ˙ ˙™ ˙µ œ
J œ œ œn

j ˙B

Œ Œ œ Œ Ó Œ Œ
œ

Œ ‰
œ
j Ó Ó Ó Œ œ Œ

œ
Œ Œ œ Œ Œ

˙™ w

Œ ‰

œ

j Ó Ó Ó

˙ ˙™ ˙™
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103

q = 72

q = 72

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

24

24

24

24

24

24

34

34

34

34

34

34

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

ppp

5:4

&

o

Clarinet in Bb
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

p

ppp

5:4

&

á
ob ord.

p ppp

ob ord. ob ord. ob

? ∑ ∑

á

f

mst

p

msp

ppp

ob

f

mst

p

msp

ppp

ob.
ord.

3 9:8

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

mf

.

∑

? ∑ ∑

ppp
Ka toh loh fi roh mai

°

∑ ∑

ppp

5:4

œ œB
‰

æææ

œ

æææ

œ#

æææ
œµ

æææ
œ

æææ

œ#
‰

˙<b>

œ œµ
‰

æææ

œB

æææ
œ

æææ

œn

æææ
œB

æææ
œn
‰

æææ̇ æææ˙̇# ™™
æææ̇™

æææ˙̇µ ™™
æææ̇™

æææ˙̇˜ ™™
æææ̇™

œO
œ œ

œ
œB œ œOb

œ œB
œOBB

æææ
˙™

Œ
Oœ ™™

œ œ œµ œµ œ Oœn æææ̇™

æææ
˙̇µ ™
™

œ

≈ ‰ Œ Œ

≈ Œ ‰ ≈ r
™

j
Œ ‰

œ œœ œ œœb œ

‰

20



°

¢
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110

Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

&
p

ppp

p

5:4

&
p

ppp
p

5:4

&
ord. ob ord. ob

f

mst

p

msp
9:8

?
ob ord. ob

o f

mst

p

msp

ppp

&q
7:6

&

f
.>

∑
lh

mf

.

∑

? ∑
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