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This piece was written for the 2023 Leeds Lieder Festival and the associated
Composer & Poet Forum. The piece was first performed on 13 June, 2023 at
Leeds Conservatoire by Florian Störtz and Mark Rogers.

The song is dedicated to all the voluntary and professional musicians at Leeds
Minster, and was written in collaboration with the poet, Adrian Salmon. 

Voluntary
by Adrian Salmon 
  
And if you ask us why we do this, we might speak  
about tradition, about a thousand years of music  
from Perotin to Pärt, about dark wood and glinting brasses, 
about gold mosaic tiles, about bringing the air alive  
in this old space. 
Some of us may be believers, some not.  
But when we really speak, it’ll be about each other,  
about David’s amazing bottom Ds, how we can always rely 
on Lizzie to help us through a tricky rhythm, 
about that look that Alex gives us  
that makes us sure we can relax and breathe and sing; 
how we know, with no-one telling us, 
if we weren’t here we would be missed. 
True faith, as the centurion knew it in his bones. 
Locus iste a Deo factus est.  This priceless sacrament.    
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